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the wealth of the conquered princes, governors and
leaders and the ransom of captives was more than to
compensate the Caliphate, in early days, for the losses
which it suffered from time to time by the rush of
Zimmis to embrace Islam in order to liberate them-
selves from the Jiziya and similar taxes.
We may form an idea about the resources of the
Caliphate from the Jiziya and other duties and reve-
nues amassed from the conquered lands, from a report
of the Arab chronicle of the conquest of Egypt to the
effect that when Amr ibn al-As concluded peace with
the Copts, on the condition of the payment of a
tribute of two dinars per man, the number of those
who owed the tribute amounted to six millions, or
eight millions according to another report, among
whom there were no women, old men or boys. The
Caliphate thus realized a revenue of twelve or sixteen
millions a year.8 Another estimation is that Egyptian
villages were counted for the sake of tribute and
found to be more than 10,000, the smallest of which
had at least 500 men who owed tribute.9 Other indi-
cations may be found in Arab reports about the enor-
mous gains, wealth and spoils realized by the Arabs
at the conquest of Spain, and in other similar reports
of Arab conquests. Tribute was of two sorts: tribute
imposed on individual men and tribute imposed collec-
tively on a village and paid likewise, the village being
considered an independent unit; if any of its inhabi-
tants died without an heir, his property returned to
the village and was counted as part of the tribute.
This sort of tribute may be compared to the military
tribute imposed on a rebel or conquered town, or in a
peace treaty. Its application in this manner was, how-
ever, limited to special circumstances.10 The tribute was
a permanent tax imposed on every male adult; it was
neither fixed nor limited in constant proportions, but
was collected according to the economic circumstances
of persons and times. Ibn Abdul Hakam reports, for